
August 2008 55

NMRA BULLETIN

2008 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
Anaheim, CA • July 13 – 19, 2008 • Info: • http://http://as2008.org/

Train Show Booth Reservations—Debbie Draper, HLM, Registrar • 10837 N. 34th Place, Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310 • (602) 569-9072 • natltrainshow@aol.com
2009—Hartford, CT • 2010—Milwaukee, WI • 2011—Sacramento, CA

Executive Department
Executive Director—Vacant

Administrative Department Manager — 
Jenny Hendricks
4121 Cromwell Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37421-2119 
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: hq@hq.nmra.org

Fund Raising Department Manager —
Roger L. Cason, MMR (HO) 
1125 Grinnell Road
Wilmington, DE 19803-5125
H: 302-478-2550 F: 302-478-3556
e-mail: develop@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
John M. Lowrance. MMR
8611 Norwich Dr.
San Antonio Texas 78217
(210) 822-2628
e-mail: educate@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Fred Bock, MMR
5923 Windhaven Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78234-2132
(210) 653-5947 e-mail: fbock4@aol.com

Howell Day Museum Manager — 
John E. Roberts, MMR (O) 
104 Heritage Pointe 
Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: museum@hq.nmra.org

Kalmbach Memorial Library Manager — 
Brent Lambert
4121 Cromwell Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37421 
O: 423-894-8144 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: lib@hq.nmra.org

MAP Department (Marketing, Advertising, 
Promotion) Manager — John E. Roberts, MMR
104 Heritage Pointe Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: map@hq.nmra.org

Australasian Region—Sowerby Smith
174 Fuller Road, Chatswood, NSW 2067 Australia
H: 61 2 9411 5726 W: 61 2 9460 7600
e-mail: president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Tim Rudge
Marsh House, 318 Marsh Road, Hilperton Marsh 
Wiltshire, England BA14 7PL
H:(01225) 340993 e-mail: brprez@hq.nmra.org.

Lone Star Region—Jerry Schoenberg, MMR
1039 Clinton St., Carrolton, TX 75007-4828
H: (972) 242-9053 
e-mail: lsrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Central Region—Jerry Ashley,  MMR
235 Franck Ave, Louisville, KY 40206-2544
502-893-0801 e-mail: mcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region—Larry Alfred, MMR
14633 South Chalet Drive, 
Olathe, KS 66062-2527 H (913) 782-6584 
e-mail: mcorprez@hq.nmra.org

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS

rev 7-1-08

Meetings and Trade Show Department Manager — 
Henry Jordan, HLM (N)
3200 N. Leisure World Blvd #116
Silver Spring, MD 20906
O:(301) 598-0175 F:(301) 598-0176
e-mail: conv@hq.nmra.org

Member Services Department Manager — 
Jan Wescott 
180 W Middleton Dr 
Henderson, NV 89015 
e-mail: mbrservices@hq.nmra.org 

Publications Department Manager — 
Larry DeYoung (HO, O)
54 Waterloo Rd 
Devon, PA 19333-1458 
H: 610-293-9098 Fax: 610-293-1715
e-mail: pubs@hq.nmra.org

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222  F: 425-337-6084 
e-mail: tech-chair@hq.nmra.org 

Mid-Eastern Region—Clint Hyde
13443 Brookfield Dr., Chantilly, VA 20151
(703) 803-3068 e-mail: merprez@hq.nmra.org

Midwest Region—Gary Children
2135 S 95th St., West Allis, WI 53227
H: (414) 327-1666 e-mail: mwrprez@hq.nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Neville Meads
26 Russell Hill Road, RR #1, Bobcaygeon, Ontario, 
Canada K0M 1A0 
(705)-731-0893 e-mail: nfrprez@hq.nmra.org

North Central Region—Tim Fisher
641 Rosyln Road, Grosse Pointe Wds., MI 48236
H: (313) 881-2607 e-mail: ncrprez@hq.nmra.org.

Northeastern Region—Kenneth May
71 Buff Cap Road, Tolland, CT 06084
H: (860) 872-3441  e-mail: nerprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Ron Plies
921 11th St., P.O. Box 950, Fortuna, CA 95540
H: (707) 725-9063  e-mail: pcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Kevin Oleson
50 Reser Road, Walla Walla, WA 99362
H: (509)-526-4436 e-mail: pnrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Ben Sevier
12793 War Horse Street, San Diego, CA 92129
H: (858) 538-9863 e-mail: psrprez@hq.nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Harold S. Huber Jr. 
1405 Dana Ave., Sheridan, WY 82801-2405
H: (307) 672-8471 e-mail: rmrprez@hq.nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Bob Beaty, MMR 
741 Dividing Ridge Rd., Birmingham, AL 35244 
H: (205) 987-2385 e-mail: serprez@hq.nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Stan Seeds, MMR
14610 Highland Harbor Ct. Ft. Myers, FL 
33908-4938 (239)454-0972 
e-mail: ssrprez@hq.nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Alan Saatkamp
902 Chestnut St., Harrisburg, SD 57032
(605) 767-9743
e-mail: tlrprez@hq.nmra.org
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NMRA AP Certificate Report
*Indicates first Certificate of Achievement 

May 2008

Golden Spike
British Region

Patrick Bopp, Holzem Lux. Luxembourg
Ben Schneider, Luxembourg Ville Lux. 
Luxembourg

Mid-Continent Region
Gregory Gilroy, Ottawa, Kansas

Mid Eastern Region 
Danny Seymour, Howell, New Jersey 

Northeast Region
Frank J. Russo
Staten Island, New York

Pacific Southwest Region
Charles Abbott, Las Vegas, Nevada
Lawrence Dewsnys, Las Vegas, Nevada
Mike Grippo, Henderson, Nevada
Lee Stoermer, Yuma, Arizona
Ron Tindall, San Diego, California

Master Builder – Cars
Midwest Region

David Leider, Prospect Heights, Illinois

Pacific Northwest Region
Joseph Aymar, Rohnert Park, California
Ron Plies, Fortuna, California

Master Builder – Structures
Mid-Continent Region

Lester Lohan,* Hastings, Nebraska

Mid-Central Region
Jerry Ashley, Louisville, Kentucky

Master Builder – Scenery
Sunshine Region 

Royal Bruce,* Sarasota, Florida

Model Railroad Engineer – 
Civil

Pacific Northwest Region
W. Gene Swanson, Tacoma, WA

Model Railroad Engineer – 
Electrical
British Region

Eric Belshaw, Alvaston, Derbyshire, GB 

Mid Eastern Region

Achievement program

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

June 6, 2008

NMRA Patent Challenge 
Update: Real Rail Effects 
fails to respond to NMRA 

DCC-sound patent 
challenge

The deadline for Real Rail Effects, Ltd. 
(RRE) to respond to an NMRA pat-

ent challenge has passed, with no response 
from RRE.

RRE was granted a patent by the 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office (USPTO) based upon a claim that 
the technology for using sound with DCC 
was invented by RRE. The NMRA, with the 
technical and financial support of a num-
ber of DCC manufacturers and hobbyists 
around the world, filed a challenge to the 
RRE patent. 

The NMRA filed the challenge because 
we believe that the claims in the RRE pat-
ent application were not supported by the 
facts. The NMRA was aware that prior art 
and other evidence existed which negated 
RRE’s patent. 

The NMRA felt that, should it remain 
in force, the RRE patent posed a threat 
to modelers and manufacturers of DCC 
equipment because it would both increase 
the costs to modelers and unfairly restrict 
manufacturers who provide decoders with 
sound. Therefore, the NMRA coordinated 
an industry- and hobby-wide effort to have 
the patent overturned. The NMRA submit-
ted evidence from a number of sources rais-
ing substantial questions about the validity 
of the patent.

On February 11, 2008, the USPTO 
issued a ruling granting the NMRA’s pat-
ent re-examination request. The examiner 
stated in the ruling that there was a substan-
tial likelihood that a reasonable examiner 
would consider the prior art important in 
determining the patentability of the appli-
cation of RRE. 

After the examiner at the USPTO de-
termined that the position of the NMRA 
had merit and compelled a new analysis 
of the patent, RRE had two months to re-
spond to the re-examination request. The 
deadline for a response has come and gone, 
and RRE made no reply. The NMRA is now 
very hopeful that a favorable decision will 

Headquarters be announced and that the position of the 
NMRA and its supporters will be vindi-
cated. 

The NMRA considers this a clear tri-
umph for the modeler and the model rail-
road industry. We are proud to have led the 
challenge team that has made this victory 
possible.

 www.NMRA.org
Contact:
Robert J. Amsler, Jr.
General Counsel, National Model 

Railroad Association, Inc.
514 Dover Place
Saint Louis, Missouri 63111-2338
(314) 353-9131 (Telephone) 
(314) 754-2688 (Facsimile)
nmralegal@charter.net 

NMRA Included in 
2008 Combined Federal 

Campaign

By: Roger L. Cason, MMR
NMRA Fund Raising Manager

The Combined Federal Campaign 
(CFC) takes place in federal work 

places once a year. In many ways, this cam-
paign is similar to a United Way solicita-
tion. Employees can make contributions to 
charitable organizations of their choice via 
payroll deduction.

We have been notified that — for the 
first time — the NMRA will be included 
in the next CFC campaign — projected for 
the fall of 2008. This is in response to our 
application for inclusion (59 pages, includ-
ing attachments). 

Bottom line: if you are a federal em-
ployee and you wish to make a financial 
contribution to the NMRA, you may want 
to consider the CFC as the mechanism for 
making your contribution. We will be listed 
under “National/International Independent 
Organizations.” Our identification number 
will be 12286. 

Address change?
Back Issues or Replacement 

issues of Scale Rails?

M embers needing to make address 
changes, request back issues, or re-

placement issues of Scale Rails should 
contact the staff at the national headquar-
ters office in Chattanooga, Tennessee, at 
(423) 892-2846 or by email at nmrahq@
aol.com.
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NMRA
Future convention dates

 
(Note:  Convention dates are from 
Sunday to Saturday - Last date of 
NTS  is one day later)
 
Hartford           July 5 - July 11, 2009          
Milwaukee      July 11 - July 17, 2010
Sacramento       July 3 - July 9, 2011
Grand Rapids   July 29 - Aug 4, 2012

Robert O. Beecher, Scotland, 
Pennsylvania

Chief Dispatcher
British Region

Vernor Bates, Bodmin, Cornwall, GB

Lone Star Region
Charles Romig, Plano, Texas

Southeastern Region
Clinton H. Smoke,* Arden, North 
Carolina

Sunshine Region
Royal Bruce, Sarasota, Florida
George W. Johnson, Jr.,* Sarasota, Florida

Association Official
Mid-Continent Region

John O'Neill, MMR, Grand Island, 
Nebraska

Mid-Central Region
Robert Fink, MMR, Waynesville, Ohio
David Hazlett,* Akron, Ohio

Midwest Region
Donald Brindle, Rockford, Illinois
Roger A.  Wurtzel, Plover, Wisconsin

Association Volunteer
Mid-Continent Region

Ben Merta,* Marion, Iowa

Mid-Central Region
J. Thomas Bredestege,* North Bend, Ohio

Midwest Region
Lawrence J. Cich,* Creston, Illinois

Thousand Lakes Region
Douglas Harding,* Sibley, Iowa

Model Railroad Author
British Region

Patrick Grace,* Arelsford, Colchester, Essex, 
GB
Mick Moignard,* Oakley, Aylesbury, 
Buckinghamshire, GB

Mid-Continent Region
James Wells, Hastings, Nebraska

Mid Eastern Region
David S. Bucher, Downingtown, 
Pennsylvania

Midwest Region
Dave Crement, Carpentersville, Illinois
Richard Hanke, Manitowoc, Wisconsin

Northeastern Region
Thomas Piccirillo,* Warren, New Jersey

Pacific Northwest Region
Wil Seaver, Grangeville, Idaho

Thousand Lakes Region
Douglas Harding, Sibley, Iowa


