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ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

NMRA AP CERTIFICATE REPORT
APRIL 2015
GOLDEN SPIKE
Australasian Region

Patrick Britten, Devenport, Tasmania
Rev. Dr. Vern Cracknell, Lower Mitcham,
South Australia
Sheila Fowler, Medowie, New South Wales
Arthur Hayes, Sunny Bank Hills,
Queensland, Australia
William Rohr, Pacific Pine, Queensland
Christopher Tonkin, Port Maquarie, New
South Wales

Mid-Central Region
Don Avila, New Franklin, Ohio

Midwest Region
Bon French, Glen Ellen, Illinois

Northeastern Region
Michael Grahame, Stratham, New
Hampshire

Pacific Southwest Region
Joel Morse, Garden Grove, California

Southeastern Region
Patrick Taylor, Cumberland, Tennessee

Sunshine Region
David Orr, Jacksonville, Florida
Thomas Schmidt, Ponte Verde Beach,
Florida

MASTER BUILDER - MOTIVE POWER
Australasian Region
Rev. Dr. Vern Cracknell, Lower Mitcham,
South Australia

Mid-Eastern Region
John Paganoni, Manassas, Virginia

Sunshine Region
Ronald Dettmer, Orange Park, Florida

MASTER BUILDER - CARS
Australasian Region
Rev. Dr. Vern Cracknell, Lower Mitcham,
South Australia
Arthur Hayes, Sunny Bank Hills,
Queensland

British Region
Eric Belshaw, Derby, United Kingdom

Northeastern Region
Robert Bennett, South China, Maine

July 2015

Rocky Mountain Region
Jim Wanlass, Lehi, Utah

Southeastern Region
Stephen Funsten, Roswell, Georgia
Howard Goodwin, Acworth, Georgia

MASTER BUILDER - STRUCTURES
Australasian Region

Jessica Brisbane, Narrabundah, Australian
Capital Territory
Rev. Dr. Vern Cracknell, Lower Mitcham,
South Australia
Arthur Hayes, Sunny Bank Hills,
Queensland
Trevor Humphreys, Faifield, New South
Wales
John Martin, Swansea, New South Wales
John Montgomery, Shalvey, New South
Wales

Mid-Eastern Region
John Paganoni, Manassas, Virginia

Northeastern Region
Robert Bennett, South China, Maine
Brian Osberg, Coventry, Rhode Island

MASTER BUILDER - SCENERY
Australasian Region

Mike Bartlett, Rainbow Flat, New South
Wales
Rev. Dr. Vern Cracknell, Lower Mitcham,
South Australia
Allen Harland, Oxenford, Queensland
Arthur Hayes, Sunny Bank Hills,
Queensland

Northeastern Region
Brian Osberg, Coventry, Rhode Island
Susan Osberg, Coventry, Rhode Island

Southeastern Region
Craig Gardner, Birmingham, Alabama

Sunshine Region
Richard Brown, Atlantis, Florida
MASTER BUILDER - PROTOTYPE
MODELS
Mid-Eastern Region
John Paganoni, Manassas, Virginia

MODEL RAILROAD ENGINEER - CIVIL
Mid-Eastern Region

Thomas Grifliths, Howell, New Jersey

Fred Dellaiacono, Oakland, New Jersey

Bruce DeYoung, West Milford, New Jersey

Northeastern Region
Justin Maguire, Jr., Barrington, Rhode
Island

MODEL RAILROAD ENGINEER -
ELECTRICAL

Australasian Region
Rev. Dr. Vern Cracknell, Lower Mitcham,
South Australia
Allen Harland, Oxenford, Queensland
Arthur Hayes, Sunny Bank Hills,
Queensland
Trevor Humpbhreys, Faifield, New South
Wales

CHIEF DISPATCHER
Rocky Mountain Region
Jim Wanlass, Lehi, Utah

Southeastern Region
George Gilbert, Nashville, Tennessee

Sunshine Region
Dan Cioffi, Bradenton, Florida

ASSOCIATION OFFICIAL
Midwest Region
David Johnson, Glenview, Illinois

ASSOCIATION VOLUNTEER
Australasian Region
Douglas Cook, Shortlands, New South
Wales
John Dever, Wyoming, New South Wales
Martin Jenkins, Biggara Waters, Queensland
Rodney Tonkin, Kingsly, Western Australia

Midwest Region
Jeffrey Jarr, Chicago, Illinois

Northeastern Region
David Dekonski, N. Providence, Rhode
Island
Michael Grahame,
Hampshire
MODEL RAILROAD AUTHOR
Northeastern Region
Robert Bennett, South China, Maine

Stratham, New

MASTER MODEL RAILROADER
MMR 554 Donald Bailey, Colorado
Springs, Colorado,

MMR 555 Bruce DeYoung, West Milford,
New Jersey,

MMR 556 Howard Goodwin, Acworth,
Georgia,

MMR 557 Thomas Grifhiths, Howell, New
Jersey,
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By Jim Sabol

he Golden Grab Iron Service Award

is given each year to a member of the
4th Division, Pacific Northwest Region,
National Model Railroad Association, who
exemplifies extraordinary service to the or-
ganization. For 2015, the selection com-
mittee comprised of the past three honor-
ees has unanimously chosen Jim Younkins,
MMR, for outstanding longtime contribu-
tions to the hobby, the NMRA, especially
the 4th Division, and the very successful
Olympia clinic.

After serving his country in the United
States Air Force, Jim Younkins has been
busy with his own modeling, as well as
reaching out to other modelers and the
general public. In the 1990s, Jim served
as volunteer brakeman on the Centralia-
Chehalis Railroad. Jim has been modeling
in N scale for more than 25 years. His mod-
ule in the portable Mount Rainier N Scale
Club is among the most scenic as well as
reliable sections of that railroad, which has
delighted children and their parents as well
as fellow modelers at the club’s many public
shows. It would be difficult to estimate how
many youngsters Jim has inspired.

Jim’s home layout, the Mud Bay &
Southern, is legendary. Based on actual
locales in Thurston and Grays Harbor
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MMR EARNED

i Counties, Washington, the layout
features communities in the area,
and dazzles visitors with industries
from those communities — mostly
scratchbuilt. The MB&S was one
of the most popular tour bus stops
during the NMRA Seattle conven-
tion in 2004. Since then, Jim has
welcomed visitors every year for
every PNR layout tour and open
house. The popularity of his layout
has garnered whole boxloads of con-
tributions to the Thurston County
Food Bank from visitors during the
annual Oly Ops event, which draws
modelers from all over the Pacific
Northwest.

The growing popularity of op-
erating our railroads prototypically
owes much to Jim Younkins, who
has been among the first to show
us how to utilize dispatcher, timeta-
ble, train orders, and his innovative
car forwarding waybills. National
¥ magazines have used more than one
issue to attempt complete coverage of the
Mud Bay & Southern, often featuring the
layout on their covers.

Skillful modeler that he is, Jim has
earned Master Model Railroader Certificate
No. 488 by qualifying as Master Builder
in Structures, Scenery, Civil Engineering,
Electrical Engineering, Chief Dispatcher,
Association Volunteer, and Author.

But Jim Younkins is no basement recluse.
For many years, Jim served as co-chair for
the monthly 4D get-togethers in Olympia,
Washington, bringing the hobby to modelers
and their families from Tacoma to Chehalis.
Not content merely to organize and host the
clinics, Jim frequently serves as presenter,
sharing his expertise in backdrop painting,
layout design, and operating systems.

Jim Younkins is the whole package:
consummate modeler, generous sharer,
creative innovator, willing volunteer, and
inspirational tutor — ust the way we like
him.

AP Certificates Earned —
Jim Younkins

Master Builder — Structures
Master Builder —-Scenery
Model Railroad Engineer - Civil
Model Railroad Engineer - Electrical
Chief Dispatcher
Association Volunteer
Model Railroad Author
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That's exactly what happens when you participate
in the National Model Railroad Association’s
Achievement Program. One Merit Award here, )
another there, and pretty soon you're on your way
to becoming a Master Model Railroader. All the
while learning and having a ton of fun.
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The Achievement Program is modelers o | ¥ 4sd
helping modelers become i 1
better modelers and get the
most out of their hobby.
And it's yet another benefit

of NMRA membership. .
e |

Visit www.nmra.org. We make it even more fun. ' o

Then improve your wWww.nmra.org

skills. And your hobby. 423-892-2846
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